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Belorussian, or Uzbek: he must observe the economic law of
socialism.

Nationality is a personal attribute; like religion in
England, it may be enjoyed to the full, but not imposed on
others.

The economic interest of those who believe in production
inspired by service and not profit, and live under a Plan
which considers the needs of each and all upon an equali-
tarian basis, is the same whatever the nationality may be.
The State is based upon that economic interest and political
plan; not upon the nationality of any part predominant
in numbers.

Putting it concretely again, European Russia possessed
the largest population and was the vital centre of industrial
life when the Soviets took control. No other nationality
in the old empire approached it in number or industrial
importance. Other units were small in population, back-
ward in culture, and primitive in industry. The large
Russian unit had its own language, its own customs, its
own culture. The smaller units had theirs. But there was
no reason, in the nature of things, why Russia should force
its language and culture on Ukrainians or Uzbeks, or even
on Karelians and other extremely small national groups.

Large units and small units had interests that were
common and interests that were not common. The
Ukrainian workman had a common interest with workmen
of Russia and Belorussia, of Uzbekistan, Kazakstan, or
Armenia, to live in freedom from economic exploitation,
endowed with all the benefits of an industry planned for
the service of all, a common interest in defence from
external attack, in the development of the means of transit
and postal communication. He had at the same time a
peculiar interest in his own language and literature and
national customs. It was as unreasonable as it was unjust
to rob him of these, and Russia itself would in no wise benefit
were it done.

Hence, the new Soviet Union was designed to possess a
common economic system, in the benefits of which all
could share, and to the conduct of which all could con-
tribute. But each national minority was to be as free to